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As we once again straddle two years we ponder
what has happened in the old year and what the new
year will bring. This year, maybe more than most,
our hope for change seems more urgent and the
desire to wipe the slate clean greater than ever.
The founder of Methodism, John Wesley, was known for
highlighting “The Covenant Renewal Service” usually held on New
Year’s Day around England. At the heart of the service, people
recited “The Covenant Prayer” in which people would publicly
commit or recommit their lives to God.
Later in the 18th century in the United States, President Lincoln’s
Emancipation Proclamation took effect on January 1st, 1862 freeing
all the slaves in the Confederate States. Ever since that day, African
American congregations have been celebrating “Watch Night”
services celebrating this mass freedom from oppression on New
Year’s Eve.
New Year’s offers us a chance to take on these two traditions
equally – to humbly repent and to celebrate our freedom. This past
year of all years, we have learned the dangers of pride, division and
selfishness. Once COVID begins to subside, the New Year
promises to be one where we can once again enjoy the fullness of
life we have sorely missed; this will be cause to celebrate, for sure.
But let us first recommit ourselves to the cause of Christ with these
hymn lyrics written by Charles Wesley with New Year’s in mind.
1. Come, let us use the grace divine, and all with one accord,
in a perpetual covenant join ourselves to Christ the Lord;
Give up ourselves, thru Jesus' power, his name to glorify;
and promise, in this sacred hour, for God to live and die.
2. The covenant we this moment make be ever kept in mind;
we will no more our God forsake, or cast these words behind.
We never will throw off the fear of God who hears our vow;
and if thou art well pleased to hear, come down and meet us now.

3. Thee, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, let all our hearts receive,
present with thy celestial host the peaceful answer give;
to each covenant the blood apply which takes our sins away,
and register our names on high and keep us to that day!
Amen and Happy New Year
Pastor Darrin

Consistory Highlights
December 15, 2020


Mary Ann Stone explained the new offering
envelopes. Two envelopes were received in a letter
mailed his month. Two envelopes will then be
received in each Visitor. There will be no boxes of
envelopes as in the past.



Deacons’ nominees are needed.



The Trustees reported the boiler motor needed a
quick, inexpensive repair after it quit working. The
urinal in the basement restroom is not usable at this
time as a new valve unit is being installed.



Organ fund: $33,444.



The 2021 Budget Draft was presented.



The Annual Meeting will be virtual on January 24,
2021. A packet of: call for meeting, agenda, budget,
ballot and reports will be mailed to all member
addresses. There will be no Spaghetti Dinner.

Organ Repair
Payoff
The Sterrett Fund will contribute
$48,000. We need to fill the keys
to get the rest. Over $83,790 has
been donated through Jan. 1, 2021.
The balance due on the loan is now
$30,326.
The colored in keyboard above represents the progress in paying
for our organ repair. Every $500 fills a key, and when all
keyboards from bass to treble are filled, we will be “paid off.”
Contributions of all sizes are appreciated. If your contribution is
in honor or memory of someone, indicate that.

HEARTFELT THANKS
Dear 1st UCC,
Thank you so much for the scholarship! It is very much
appreciated! It will be very helpful for us to pay for my
freshman year.
Thank you again,
Douglas Harvey

HOSPITALIZATIONS
None to Report
DEATH
1st UCC extends sympathy to the family of Evelyn Ekleberry.
Evelyn passed away December 23, 2020. Please keep her
family in your thoughts and prayers.
If you are hospitalized, it is very important that you (or a family
member) inform the church office. Remember, hospitals can no
longer provide us with this information. Please call 419-4684380.

HEARTFELT THANKS
Dear 1st UCC Family,
Thank you so much for your kind thoughts & words of
comfort at our time of loss of Bob Cerar. It was sincerely
appreciated.
Susan & Rob Bean
Jason, Chris & Sara

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
Our January mission is One Great Hour of Sharing. I have
included a story of just how important this offering has helped
folks in need.
Sarah, a young mother, was faced with an incredible challenge: her
nine-month-old daughter couldn’t consume solid foods– or any food
for that matter-and as a result, the child wasn’t growing adequately.
Willing to try anything, Sarah would feed her daughter new foods in
the hope that her daughter’s body would finally accept some type of
nourishment. Time and time again her hopes were dashed. Enter
WIC on Wheels of Lancaster, PA., a program sponsored by the
Pennsylvania Department of Health. The mobile clinic brings the
Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants and
Children directly to communities and offers services such as healthy
foods, nutrition education and healthcare referrals. The mobile clinic
has been a godsend for Sarah and her daughter. It was there that
Sarah was given a voucher to purchase Elecare, a lifesaving formula
for her daughter. Sarah’s daughter has gained strength, and her
sensitive stomach has become more agreeable to some foods with the
help of the mobile clinic’s nutritionist. This is one of the stories of
impact provided by Bread for the World. One Great Hour of Sharing
has been a long-time supporter of Bread for the World and its
mission to end hunger.
FELLOWSHIP & OUTREACH MEAL
Are you looking for a nice hot meal? Our next Fellowship &
Outreach Meal will be on Thursday, January 21st at 5:00 p.m. We
will be serving it carry-out as before from our west door. We need
some bar cookies from our bakers. If you can help with cookies,
please call the office and let Adair know. See you on the 21st.

MISSION ADVENT CALENDAR
Thank you to all that participated in our Reverse Advent Calendar.
We collected 26 boxes with over 600 staples for our local food
pantry & our 2 adopted families. Thank you to Santa’s elves that
sorted and delivered the completed boxes.

The show must go on and so will the Super Bowl on February 7, 2021
at the Tampa Bay Stadium. What teams will play is yet to be decided,
but certainly there will be many tuning in to see the action. Even
though we are not together, we will still collect soups to be donated to
our local Community Action Center and Cooperative Christian Service
food banks. When you are shopping, simply purchase a few extra cans
of soup and we will see that they make their way to the local food
bank. Soup can be dropped off during office hours during the week. If
you aren't shopping yourself but would like to donate, you can include
a contribution with your next donation and we will see that the food
bank gets your donation.

A MESSAGE FROM THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY MARY ANN STONE
For the year 2021 we are rethinking the expense of our traditional box
envelopes. We are going to try something new. By now, you should
have received a letter from me with two envelopes enclosed to use
when making a contribution. Starting with the January newsletter (The
Visitor) you will receive two additional envelopes to use the next
month when you donate. Please put your name and offering number on
this envelope when you return it so you will receive credit for the
donation. As before, you may mark your contribution Initial giving,
General, Project, Organ or Benevolent Fund. If you have any questions,
please give me a call.

Cheesy Chicken Chowder

ALTAR FLOWERS
Please sign the “Flower Chart”
on the bulletin board outside the
church office.
RADIO BROADCASTS
The cost is $70.00 per
broadcast. Please sign the chart
posted on the bulletin board
outside the church office. Listen
on WBCO 107.5FM on Sunday
from 9:00am-10:00am.
PRAYER CHAIN
For prayer requests, please call
the office at 468-4380.

FOOD PANTRY
Spaghetti, spaghetti sauce,
canned fruits and dried beans
are needed. There are containers
at both entrances to the
sanctuary.
CARING CORNER
We continue to have cards to
sign in the Caring Corner. If
you know of any member,
friend or relative who could
benefit from visits or cards,
please let the office know!
Also, please continue to fill the
pull tab jar. Little things mean a
lot so save those tabs for the
Ronald McDonald House!

Dear 1st UCC,
Thank you so much for the gift card I received at Christmas.
Your generosity is appreciated.

Mary Ann Stone

2 C. diced and peeled Potatoes
1 C. diced Carrots
1 C. diced Celery
½ C. diced Onion

HEARTFELT THANKS

Thank you again,

2 (14 oz) cans of Chicken Broth

1 tea. Salt
¼ tea. Pepper
¼ C. Butter
1/3 C. Flour
1 C. 2% Milk
1 C. shredded Cheddar Cheese
1 C. diced cooked Chicken (leftover rotisserie Chicken works out
great)
1. Bring chicken broth to a boil in a large sauce pan. Reduce
heat. Add potatoes, carrots, celery, onion, salt and pepper. Cover and
simmer until vegetables are tender, about 15 minutes.
2. Melt butter in a medium sauce pan. Add flour and mix
well. Gradually stir in milk and cook over low heat. Add cheese and
cook until melted. Add cheese mixture to broth and vegetables along
with chicken. Cook and stir over low heat until thoroughly
heated. Serves 8
Submitted by,
Mary Ann Stone

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Galion, Ohio
2021 ANNUAL MEETING
1st

3rd
5th
6th

7th
8th
11th
13th

14th
17th

Jacob Biederman
Mike Collins
Jackson Reid
Sandra Christman
Nikki Furr
Kevin Cotsmire
Samuel Keller
Keith Spore
Lynne Goldsmith
Sharon Cole
Lydia Feik
Cody Gledhill
Jessica Hammond
Sarah McGrady
Mike McGrady
Marcy Miller
Kassidy Stone

19th Bradley Kalb
James Sulser
22nd Tom Cole
24th Claudia Motter
Hailey Young
26th Kristin Reed
29th Nathaniel Ruth
30th RaDenna Burkhart
Pam Hayes
Darcy Keppler
Ava Riggs
31st Madisson Koschnick
Greg Russell

12th Dan & RaDenna Burkhart
18th James & Ruth Anne Deppen

January 24, 2021
AGENDA
A. CALL TO ORDER – Mr. Kevin Cotsmire - Trustee

B. OPENING DEVOTIONS - Rev. Darrin Harvey

C. ANNUAL MEETING AGENDA

MINUTES OF THE 2020 CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
January 26, 2020 - Annual Meeting

D. 2021 BUDGET
*MARK BALLOTS (pre-stamped postcard included)

The annual meeting will be held January 24, 2021
following the 10:00 a.m. worship service. We will be
voting on our 2021 budget and Officers by mail. Please
see the enclosed ballot. Please join us on Facebook or
YouTube to view the meeting virtually. Annual reports
will be available for pick up during office hours or via
email.

January 24, 2021
Congregational Meeting

First United Church of Christ Proposed Budget 2021

line
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36

2021
Expense Statement
Personnel
Minister
Pension
Additonal
Sr. Choir/Bell Dir
Organists
Kitchen Custodian
Church Secretary
Financial Secretary
Custodian
Substitute Personnel
Social Security Taxes
Worker's Compensa-

Operations
Travel Expenses
Office Expenses &
Office Equipment
Continuing Ed &
Music
Worship
Flowers
Dinners
Education/workshops
Youth Fellowships
Advertising
Receptions
Gifts
VBS
Programming
Miscellaneous Ex-

2020

$58,150 $58,150
$9,100
$9,100
$0
$0
$8,620
$8,620
$6,940
$6,940
$1,225
$1,225
$16,750 $16,750
$8,100
$8,100
$0 $13,260
$1,500
$1,500
$9,455
$9,455
$632
$632
$120,472 $133,732

$2,000
$5,100
$8,100
$1,100
$500
$500
$500
$700
$800
$2,500
$500
$300
$800
$800
$500
$500
$25,200

$2,000
$5,300
$13,100
$1,100
$850
$500
$500
$700
$1,200
$2,500
$500
$300
$800
$800
$500
$500
$31,150

line
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75

Building
Utilities
Scheduled ConBuilding MainteBuilding & LiDebt Reduction

Benevolences
OCWM
CUE
Missions
Special offerings
Weekday ReliRadio Broadcasts

Total Expenses

2021

2020

$22,440
$12,650
$14,000
$8,600
$6,000
$63,690

$23,020
$12,850
$3,000
$8,500
$6,000
$53,370

$24,480
$800
$7,000
$3,000
$675
$3,650
$39,605

$25,200
$800
$4,500
$3,000
$675
$3,650
$37,825

$248,967

$256,077

Income StateBeginning Bal$23,295
Envelope Regular $136,000
Envelope Special
$9,500
Interest & divi$25,500
Building Use
$7,800
Refunds
$500
Miscellaneous
$1,500
Trustee Money
$5,000
Sterrett Trust
$30,200
Hessenauer
$1,000
Kiss Trust
$8,000
Reserve Funds
$15,000
Broadcast Reserves-

Gifts
Total Income
Ending Balance

$4,450
$1,000

$29,538
$140,000
$9,500
$25,500
$5,960
$500
$1,500
$10,000
$30,200
$1,000
$4,000
$20,000
$4,450
$1,000

$268,745

$283,148

$19,778

$27,071

Departing Consistory Members:
Sandy Powell (Elder)
Kevin Cotsmire (Trustee)
Angie Brocwell & Carole Schreck (Deacons)
Returning Consistory Members:
Elders: Bill Shifley, Brad Hocker & Judy Eichhorn
Trustees: Larry Ness, Doug Court & Todd Rudolph
Deacons: Miriam Shifley, Brian Treisch, Mary Ann Stone
& Barb Koschnick
2021 Consistory Nominees:

Shelly Kurtzman
Elder

Todd Knight
Trustee

Sandy Kennedy
Deacon

Maggie Sulser
Deacon

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST, GALION, OHIO
ANNUAL MEETING, JANUARY 26, 2020
Trustee Kevin Cotsmire called the meeting to order at 11:00 AM. The
agenda, budget, financial report, minutes and ballots were distributed to all
in attendance. Annual reports were distributed to those requesting. Pastor
Darrin Harvey gave the opening prayer.
Brian Treisch moved to accept the agenda with the addition of a
presentation of and vote on a Vision and Mission Statement. Ken Green
seconded the motion. MC
Adair Pittman moved, with Rose Crago-Roach seconding, to approve the
minutes of the January 27, 2019 Annual Meeting as printed. MC
Finance Committee Chairperson Stacey Hocker was invited to the podium
to review the 2019 Financial Report. Stacey thanked all who are on the
Finance Committee and gave special thanks to Mary Ann Stone for all she
does. The committee report opened with a special note that lots has been
happening in the financial area. Giving is down, partly attributed to a lot of
deaths in the congregation. The 2019 financial report begins on page 15 of
the attached agenda packet. All of the reserve funds of $20,000.00 were
used last year and were budgeted for 2020. Therefore 2020 is starting with
a healthy balance. It is realized all of the reserve funds cannot be used every
year. We are blessed with 24% of our income coming from reusable
income sources. The 2020 budget is presented on the blue sheet in the
agenda packet (attached). Compared to 2019 both expenses and income are
down. Noted were two large decreases: a savings of $7000.00 on natural
gas and a $2000.00 savings on building insurance. Noted is a small
adjustment in staff salaries. One salary was removed and additional items
for staff are line items. Once again, Stacey noted the reserves cannot be
used every year.
Doug Court explained the Endowment Funds. He noted the Endowment
Committee now has three members with the addition of Sandy Powell and
Keith Eichhorn. The Endowment grew in 2019 due to the increase in the
Stock Market. Due to the $27,000.00 increase in endowment earnings in
2019, much more than anticipated, the Consistory will be asked at the
February meeting to approve moving $30,000.00 to the Reserve Fund. The
move will keep the Endowment Fund as is and transfer the surplus. Doug
noted the earnings fund received another undesignated bequest from the
estate of Barb Thompson.
Because it is undesignated, some moneys will be distributed to various
places as needed. Ken Green moved to adopt the 2019 Financial Budget as
presented. Greg Russell seconded the motion. MC

Kevin Cotsmire asked for a motion to adopt the 2020 Budget as presented,
noting vote would be taken by a paper ballot, which is attached to the agenda
packet. Rose Crago-Roach moved, with Larry Ness seconding, to adopt the
budget with no changes. The congregation was asked to mark their ballots.
Elder Nancy Green presented the nominations for Consistory, asking them to
stand as they were introduced. Elder: Judy Eichhorn; Deacons: Barb Koschnick and Mary Ann Stone; Trustee, Todd Rudolph. Nominations were asked
for from the floor. Brian Treisch moved to close the nominations. Mike
Swick seconded the motion. MC The congregation was asked to mark their
ballots.
Pastor Harvey gave an update on the Vision Retreat held Saturday, January
11, 2019. Sixteen (16) members attended to plan the future for the church.
Those in attendance developed an updated Mission and Vision statement. The
statements were presented to the Consistory, voted on as amended and accepted pending approval of the congregation at the annual meeting. The
statements presented on the screen were: Vision: “Galion UC of Christ envisions a community that is caring, sharing and belonging;” Mission: “United in
the Joy of Christ we welcome, love and serve all.”
It was noted the Vision Statement presented by the Consistory was “Galion
First UCC envisions a community that is caring, sharing and belonging”.
Brian Treisch moved to accept the Mission Statement and the Vision
Statement with the change as presented by Consistory. Bill Shifley seconded
the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Pastor Darrin Harvey thanked the outgoing Consistory Members: Elder,
Nancy Green; Trustee, Alan Forry; Deacons: Rose Crago-Roach and Todd
Rudolph and presented them with a gift.
Kevin Cotsmire asked if anyone had anything else to come before the
congregation.
Todd Knight felt the behind the scenes people such as the people involved
with the sound, the cleaning, the secretary, and everyone else who helps the
church run smoothly need to be thanked.
Brian Treisch announced that action groups would be formed by the
Consistory next month to carry out the Vision and Mission Statements. Pastor
Harvey added that six areas have been addressed to work on.
Ballots were collected.
Lisa Eichhorn moved to adjourn the meeting. Maggie Sulser seconded the
motion. MC.
Pastor Darrin offered a blessing of the meeting and the Spaghetti Dinner to
follow.
Respectfully submitted,
Barb Koschnick, Secretary

Report from the Finance Committee
As we get close to the end of the year, we continue to monitor
weekly giving vs. budget. We met virtually in December. At
that meeting, the 2021 budget was finalized for presentation to
Consistory.

Instructions to access on line giving:
1.) Visit the church website at www.uccgalion.org
2.) Click on the Giving button in the important links section at the
bottom of the home page. You should then see:

The year over year giving comparison as of December 27 is:
2019 $136,408
2020 $132,635
We are projecting we will end the year at approximately 91% of
the budgeted giving amount. Not having an in-person Christmas
Eve service had an impact on end of year giving, but we feel very
fortunate to be in the position we are in during these uncertain
times.
Our members have continued to faithfully give this year. We
have been able to meet our financial obligations. Some expenses
decreased slightly due to not holding in-person worship for much
of the year. In addition, the Finance Committee reviews expenses
and seeks ways to save on costs throughout the year. While some
reserve funds will be transferred before the end of the year, we
did not have to use the full amount that was budgeted in January.

3.) Click on the Create Profile button, then
4.) Follow the onscreen instructions to create an online profile
and to schedule your recurring contributions.
....................................................................................................

To our congregation, thank you for your continued financial support.

HEARTFELT THANKS

While we are not worshiping in person, offering envelopes can be
mailed and the church office is staffed daily. As a reminder, on
line giving is available and instructions are provided on another
page.

Dear 1st UCC,

Thank you to everyone for your continued support of the missions
and programs of First UCC.

Adair Pittman

Stacey Hocker, Finance Committee Chair

Thank you for your thoughtfulness and generosity during the
holiday season. I appreciate the gift card I received.
Thank you again,

Christmas
Poinsettias
2020
Poinsettias Are Given In Loving Memory Of:
Don & Darlene Shifley Beatley by Kenny & Annette Shifley Propst
Allen & Mary Conklin by Doug & Cathy Conklin
Mary Court by the Court family
Shannon Court by the Court family
Howard & Anna Deppen by the Court family
John & Arliene Deppen by the Court family
Nancy S. Doyle by Maggie, Jim & Paul Sulser
Betty M. Durtschi by the Fritz Durtschi family
Our daughter, Kaylee, by Keith & Judy Eichhorn
John Heitzman by Mary Ann & children
Our loved ones by Lynne Goldsmith & Sandy Keller
Loved ones by Tom & Deb Jeffers
Arpad & Teresa Kiss by First UCC Mission Committee
Our parents: Joel & Ethel Sames & Elmo & Genevie Koschnick by Jack &
Barb Koschnick
Javon McQueen by the Court family
Robert Moran by Carol Moran
Charles, Ruth, & Linda Neal & Don Hayes by the Neal & Hayes’
families
Cloyd & Mildred Rhinehart by Jo & Dave Bosh
Cloyd & Mildred Rhinehart by Dorothy Rhinehart
Don Rhinehart by Jo & Dave Bash
Don Rhinehart by Dorothy Rhinehart
Susan Ritzhaupt by Dorothy Rhinehart
Lucille Schoen by Sue Bloom
Mindy M. Sheriff by the Fritz Durtschi family
Barbara Dinan Shifley by Kenny & Annette Shifley Propst
Brenda Shifley by Kenny & Annette Shifley Propst

Poinsettias Are Given In Loving Memory Of:

Poinsettias Are Given To The Glory Of God By:

Loved ones by Miriam Shifley
Wilbur & Veda Shifley by Kenny & Annette Shifley Propst
Joyce Spore by Gail A. Spore
Jean & Howard Sulser by Jim, Paul & Maggie Sulser
Nick & Stephanie Supron by Doug & Cathy Conklin
Don & Dorothy Swisher & loved ones by Debbie Hildebrand & family
Richard Wiggins by Dorothy Wiggins
Jerry Winters by Pat Winters
Larry Zellner by Debbie Hildebrand & family
Chet & Alice Zimmerman by their family
Harold & Thelma Zimmerman by their family

Bruce & Betty Angell
Genesis Friends
Wendy & Darrin Harvey & family
Pat Winters

Poinsettias Are Given In Honor Of:
Our family by Dan & Lisa Eichhorn
Our grandchildren by Keith & Judy Eichhorn
Our family by Jim & Ellie Heiser
Our families: Travis, Kerri, Caleb, Caitlin, Tyler, Janelle, Marissa,
Madisson, & Mathis Koschnick by Jack & Barb Koschnick
Our families by Dale & Carol Miller
Dorothy Rhinehart by Jo & Dave Bosh
Jim & Erma Smith by Gary & Brenda Neal & family
Paul Sulser by Jim & Maggie Sulser
Bucky & Carol Walter by Jim & Ellie Heiser
My children & grandchildren by Pat Winters

Thank you to all those who purchased Christmas poinsettias for the
sanctuary. Poinsettia donations are listed in alphabetical order by the last
name of the person the donation is given for. If a name is not specified, the
donation is listed by the donor’s last name.

